
Cross organizing supplies 
and equipment. This 
spring, the students  

prepared and served meals 
at the Salvation Army and 
Christ Central. 
    When the year began, 
no one could have imag-
ined the impact that one 
afternoon a month would 
make on our community 
or students. The organiza-

tions and people they 
served benefitted from the 
afternoon our youth spent 
there and, in some cases, 
they benefitted from longer 
term support. Gray John-
son worked with the youth 
and community to collect 
much needed school sup-
plies for the Boys and Girls 
Club and now serves as a 

junior member of their 
board. The Acteens       
discussed needs they saw 
at the Salvation Army and 
sponsored a food drive to 
help restock their pantry 
and are planning to use 
some of  their funds to  
purchase a greatly needed 
new stove for the kitchen.  

    John Besson summed  
up what this year has 
meant to all by saying,  
òWe became closer as we 
helped each other and our 
community.ó 

    When Aiken County 
Public Schools announced 
that during the 2009 ð 2010 
school year students would 
be dismissed early on the 
first Wednesday of each 
month, Mary Carol Ander-
son, Associate Minister in 
Student Ministries, began 
working on a plan to use 
that time to benefit our 
students, their families, 
and our community. Each 
month, our youth would 
collect items and then 
spend the afternoon learn-
ing more about and serving 
a local missions organiza-
tion. Senior Ashley Hicks 
said when she heard what 
the youth would be doing 
on Early Release Days, she 
was very excited and that it 

was great to use their extra 
time to help others.  

    During the year, our 

youth served ACTS     
(Area Churches Together 
Serving) by providing new 
and used teen clothing and 
working in the clothing 
store and food panty. They 
organized a community 
food drive that benefitted 
Golden Harvest Food 
Bank. Students collected 
and delivered over 50   
childrenõs books to      
Childrenõs Place where 
they were able to spend  
the afternoon reading to 
the children. In December, 
the youth shopped for, 
wrapped, and delivered 
Christmas gifts to several 
families. The January 
Early Release Day was 
spent at the Boys and Girls 
Club helping kids with 

homework and playing 
games. The youth also 
spent time at the Red 
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members who she doesnõt 
always have the chance to 
spend time with. She said, 
òHands of Christ Day is  
two-sided, ôworking besideõ 
and ôworking forõ.ó 

    The work accomplished 
and relationships built 
through the morning inspire 
participants to come back 
year after year to serve on 
Hands of Christ Day.     
Simmons says, òSetting 
aside four hours of [the] 
weekend is worth it after 
seeing all the smiles at the 
end of the day. I encourage 
every church member to 
participate. It will be an un-

forgettable experience.ó  

2010 Hands of Christ Day 

Page 2        MISSIONS:  Neighborhoods to Nations  

the church 
grounds.  
Co-coordinator, 
Todd Johnson 
said by lunch, 
òWe were dirty, 
sweaty, and not 
looking our best 

but what a won-
derful feeling it 
was to serve  
others and make 
our church 
grounds look so good. And 
it only took four hours out 
of one day.ó  
    Hands of Christ Day   
provides a meaningful     
opportunity for participants 
to serve with their own  

family and their  larger 
church family. Nicole    
Simmons, who also served 
as co-coordinator, said that 
her family òloves Hands of 
Christ Day   because we 
make a difference working 
together with other church 
families.ó Amy Terry and 
her kids enjoy helping    
people of our church, but 
she especially enjoys    

working with other church  

    On May 22 the Missions 
Committee sponsored the 
Hands of Christ Day. This 
annual event gives children, 
youth, and adults the oppor-
tunity to serve our church 
and community in a tangi-
ble way.  At 8 oõclock that 

morning, over 70 children, 
youth, and adults gathered 
in the parking lot to get their 
assignments for the day. 
Several groups went into the 
community and served 
church members by doing 
home repairs, gardening, 
and general cleaning.  

The remaining  participants 
stayed at the church to reno-
vated the playground and 

help clean up and landscape  


